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IGRANT WORKERS WALK OUT
PLANT UPGRADES NEGROES

»

THE 930 INEANTRY IN ACTON! | EUCLID- CASE
& " SR | SHELLOUTPUT
THREATENED

BY CHAS. H. LOEB

The War Labor Board in the Cleve-
land area this week began to reap
the whirlwingd they planted some 18
months ago when they lowered the
barriers against the importation
into Ohio of thousands of south-
ern immigrant workers.

Under the expediency of ‘‘war
necessity” the southern hills of
Kentucky, Alabama and Tennessee
were scoured for southern poor
whites who were induced to come
North, bringing with them their
died-in-the wool prejudices against
Negroes. Meanwhile there  were
hundreds in every Ohio city who
were, and still are being denied
upgrading to skilled and semi-skill-
ed jobs in war plants, the FEPC
to the contrary notwithstanding.

In Cleveland, out at the Euclid-
Case Foundry where they manu-
facture shells for 105 mm. Arny
guns, a number of these migrants
were placed in the Casting De-
partment. They were happy there
....at $15.00 per day, until dire ne-
cessity forced the company offi-
cials to place Negro worlers in the

(Continued on Page THREE-A)

FUEL FOR THE GUNS—An- unidentified soldier of the 93rd
Infantry Division at Bougainville heads for the forward area
with machine gun .ammunitjon.’: The 93rd is proving itself in
battle against the Japs who have ‘learned that the world produces
no finer fighting men than the. Aferican Negro.
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ENROUTE %0 THE FRONT—The sbove photo shows some-
thing of the natural obstacles provided by jungle growth and
rushing streams that the 93rd Division must conquer at Bougain-
ville. Here a combat team crosses the Laruma River over a newly
consructed bridge built by the engineers, carrying ammunition

and supplies on their way to the front,
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WLUNCH IN A FOXHOLE—A mortar squad of the 93rd Infantry
eats lunch in a fcxhole emplacement on Bougainville. Mortar
Note those held in the crook of the
(Phétos by U. S. Army Signal Corps.)

shells are readily available.
eating soldier’'s arms.
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So-—~while our armies in Ttal
blast away with 105 mm. shells au
‘the Nazi foe, and ammunition
stocks are rapidly depleted, the re-
placements that should be flowing
from the Eudlid-Case plant have
heen bottle-necked by Old Alan
| Jim-Crow. The =outhern  workers
‘!have walked out the plani, re-
fusing to work heside ihe ‘athers

af

of sons now givinte their Tivees
Anzio, at  Bougsanwilie, in New
Guinea.

Officials of Local 20 Maine, MMill
and Smelter Workers huve express-
ed distinct distacte o their erst-
'while membere, and comnpoany ofti-
cials have thretoncd 1o ive 2l the
workers who dud nor retwra 1o
their jobs Tuesdav 2t noon

Spokesmian for the
Wu Hor.oare reported Lo
fered as their reason tor striking
their distaste for Negroes gener-
ally, and to have voiced strong op-
position to the prospect of having!
to share a shower room with Ne-
gro workers.

The plant empioys about 2000 .
iworkers, with the jobs being helir,
vy Negre workers confined to the
dirty, back breaking work of
charging turnaces. There are no
shower facilities provided for Ne-!
gro workers in the plant, bhecause
their “southern white brothers”
;long ago protested that use of th+
Ishowers by Negroes “uses up ol
cthe hot water from the whites” so
‘that Negro workers must be con-
tent to “wash up’” in face bowls
betore boarding street cars enroate
“301110

! Neither
fanton s
‘statemnte

strikig
Jiave ol

officiais  noe
entirely guiltiess m the
S now confronting Uncle
‘Sam’s effort our boys on the battle
|fronts supplied. They have sida-
}Sl(‘ppod the issue of upgrading Ne-
«ro workers, and used every dcvice
- bossible, including the importation
of the southern workers, to evade
‘iriction between white and Negro
workers, nund now they're caugiy.
in the pincers of Jim-Crow because
Unele Sam just must have those
shelis,

The afrair is now in the
of Ay Ordinance Department ©

company

hands

walked out in sympathy with the
strikers.

Neediess Lo say, Negro workers
at the plunt arve boiling mad, and
are watcihing with none too much
optimism the action to be taken by
the War Ordinance Officials and
Wur Labor Board in the strike. If
the white workers shoutld be re-
turned o their johs under their
own terms it will mean that the
recently upgraded Negro workers
will be thrown out of their newly-
won jobs....and it will very like-
Iy mean that there will be a walk-
cut in the charging department of
the plant which employes Negro

i'abor almost impossible to replace.

at

Meanwenile, ¢ presstime, five
furnaces were idle. production bot-

tle-necked in the entire plant, and

ficers, who have nuie every ¢f- | white and black soldiers, also with-
fort to keep the matter quiet., Tr out henefit of showers, are blast-
found that on Moenday morning one | ing away with 105 mm. guns at a
Negro worker was placed on ! foe who simpiv laucbs when our
first shift in the Cuastiing Depart- i propogandists tell him that we're

ment, The white workers promptly,
and without notice, walked out.
Three Negroes were present {or
work on the second shift, and sece-
ond shift white workers also walk-

cd out. The procedure wus repeai-
ed on the third shift.

On Tacxday morning the oi-
pany issted its creturn to wWork or
be discharzed” ultimatum, @
white tlll(l\ drivers in the pl.un

tigiiting for democracy.
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